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Joyful at Heart class, 
 
What is the Divine Perspective?  As we wrestled with the theological implications found in Romans Chapter 9 
“so far” – it is important to keep this question in the forefront of our thinking.  I have previously emphasized to 
“Answer the Question Scripturally” – as much as you can.  Letting the scriptures speak helps us to see the 
Divine Perspective.  This is my prayer for all of us as we study. 
 
For our 7 March session, we will complete Romans Chapter 9:30-33 and begin Chapter 10. 
 

• In Romans 9:1-18 we learned that the Lord has promised to save Israel — not Israel according to the 
flesh (ethnicity), but Israel according to the promise.  This would be realized through Spirit-given faith. 

• Then in Romans 9:19-29 we learned that this Israel “according to the promise” is a remnant – that 
includes both Jews and Gentiles.  We will see this amplified in Romans Chapter 11. 

 
In these last few verses (v30-33) of Chapter 9 Paul looks at gentile faith from a human perspective more than 
from the divine perspective he has stressed so far. in Chapter 9. 
 

30 What shall we say then? That Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, have attained to righteousness, 
even the righteousness of faith; 31 but Israel, pursuing the law of righteousness, has not attained to the law 
of righteousness. 32 Why? Because they did not seek it by faith, but as it were, by the works of the law. For 
they stumbled at that stumbling stone. 33 As it is written: 

“Behold, I lay in Zion a stumbling stone and rock of offense, 
And whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame.”   Roman 9:30-33 NKJV 

 
God’s eternal decree of election and reprobation explains why some people believe in Jesus and why others do 
not.  Paul explains that so many Jews in his day failed to follow Christ because they pursued righteousness the 
wrong way.  Instead of seeking it by faith, they sought it by works.  Because of this – they had a twofold 
problem. 
 
First, they had too high an estimate of their ability to obey the Lord, which led them to believe they could meet 
the perfect standard required to be declared righteous in God’s sight. 

• What do we see in the parable of the Pharisee and the tax collector? (Luke 18:9-14). 
o The Pharisee counted on his own efforts to justify himself, not realizing that even the best 

works of fallen people are mixed with sin and cannot serve as the righteousness we need to 
stand before the Lord unafraid. 

 
Second, the Jews who rejected Jesus erred by treating the law as an end in itself. 

• Instead of looking for the One to whom the law points, they saw the law as the Lord’s final act of 
salvation. 

 
What was the result?  Christ became a stumbling block to them.  As for the gentiles, they did not have the 
“law” that the Jews had.  We will amplify the gentile issue when we meet again. 
 
Romans 9:30-33 indicate that God is still gathering a people to Himself – through what means? 
 
Additionally, these verses contain a warning and a promise.  Those who try to become righteous by works will 
 
 _____________________, however, those who believe by faith, will not be _________________________. 
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Additionally, in Romans 10 we will see the simplicity of the gospel for our justification before the Lord, and its 
contrast with the justification by works of the law that many first-century Jews pursued.  As we work through 
Romans 10, we will see a general “inward” view (v1-12) and a general “outward” view (v13-21).  We will touch 
on spiritual zeal, how Christ is the ‘goal’, faith, assurance and the Lordship of Christ.  Additionally, evangelism, 
missionaries and our role in witnessing.  Below are some questions for Romans 10 as well as the ancillary 
scriptures we will reference. 

***** 
Romans 10:1-12 “Inward” 

 
Romans 10:1-3 
? – How would you summarize the problem indicated in v2? 

• Neh 9 
? – From v3, what did the Jews miss? 

• Isa 53:11 
o 1 John 2:1 
o Is 42:1 
o Acts 38:38-39 
o Rom 5:15-18 

 
Romans 10:4 
? - Why did so many first-century Jews not receive Jesus as their Messiah? 
 
Romans 10:5-8 
?- How would you summarize the law’s purpose in justification? 

• Gal 3:23-29 
• Lev 18:5 

? – What is the danger in Lev 18:5? 
• Gal 3:10-14 

 
Romans 10:9 
? – Why was Rom 10:9 significant to the recipients? 
? – Why is Rom 10:9 significant to us? 
? – What is it that we confess? 
? – What does it mean to “repent”?  
? – What is one of the key aspects of authentic saving trust in Jesus? 

• Gen 2:16–17 
• Gen 22:1–14 
• John 14:15 
• 1 John 2:3 
• James 2:14–26 
• Titus 2:11-14 
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Romans 10:10 

Choose one: 
• Faith is a blind leap into the dark and wishful thinking for things that we want to be true. 

- or - 
• Faith is grounded in the objective work of God in history, His revelation in nature and in Scripture 

serving as evidence that what we believe is true. 
 

• Acts 2:14–36 
• Phil 2:5–11 
• Eph 2:8–10 
• John 3:1–8 
• Phil. 1:6 

? – Is the doubting of one’s faith a problem? 
• Ps 88 

? – How do we grow from “saving faith” to having full “assurance of faith”? 
• 2 Peter 1:1-10 

o 1 Thess 2:12 
o 2 Tim 1:9 
o 1 Pet 5:10 
o Eph 4:24 
o Phil 4:8 
o Heb 10:36 
o Jam 1:3 

 
Romans 10:10-13 
? - What is the “ease” that Paul is emphasizing in v10-13? 
 

Romans 10:13-12 “Outward” 
 

Romans 10:13–15 
? – How do you personally define evangelism? 
? – How do you personally “do” evangelism? 
? – How do know if you have actually proclaimed the gospel? 
? – What is the difference between evangelism and witnessing?  
? – Does living a good life and doing what is right qualify as evangelism?  No 
 
Romans 10:14–15 
? – Is there a need for missionaries? 
? – What are the four questions Paul asks in v14 and 15? 

• John 3:1-8 
• Eph 1:11 
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Romans 10:16-18 
? – Based on the letter of Romans so far – does Paul give us any reason to think that those who never hear the 
gospel – i.e. the so-called innocent natives in Africa, Asia, or elsewhere - will be saved? 

• Isa 55:11 

 
Romans 10:18–21 
? - Research question: What is meant by the “sign of Jonah”? 
? - Could ethnic Israel’s rejection of the gospel be attributed to a lack of understanding of the gospel? 

• Deut 32:21 
• Is 66:18-23 
• Is 65:2-7 
• Is 66:7-14 

 


